
CALL FOR DESIGNERS

RogLab and the Centre for Creativity under the auspices of the Museum of 
Architecture and Design in Ljubljana are publishing ROGLAB OPEN: ACTIVE AGING, 
an international open call for designers. The open call challenges applicants to 
develop socially conscious solutions enabling persons over the age of seventy to 
lead active and independent lives in their homes or in public spaces, be it indoors or 
outdoors. The open call aims to draw the attention of both designers and the public 
to the needs of the elderly, as well as to encourage the production of products and 
services aimed specifically at them.
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ROGLAB OPEN
ACTIVE AGING

RogLab is Slovenia’s first maker lab, active since 2012 as part of the Museums and 
Galleries of Ljubljana (MGML). In its first six years, it has hosted more than 4500 individual 
users, 70% of whom are women, while more than 200 children take part in its workshops 
each year. Together with 40 local and international partners it promotes cross-sector 
collaboration and tackles specific challenges of the day. In 2018, RogLab received the 
prestigious Eurocities Innovation Award.
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Who is the open call for?
Working and retired designers, architects, artists, engineers, makers, students and 
businesses (we accept both individual and group applications)

Application deadline 12 April 2019

Fields of interest
Product design, industrial design, architecture, graphic design, fashion design, spatial design, the 
Internet of things, service design in combination with product and graphic design, robotics etc.

Support for selected entries
The eight selected project authors will get to develop their ideas into tangible prototypes at the 
international workshop in Ljubljana, taking place from 24 to 28 June 2019. The selected projects 
will be in the running to receive cash prizes, and will also be reimbursed for their travel and 
accommodation expenses during the international workshop and the material costs of prototype 
production, while also receiving mentorship assistance and technical support in developing their 
solutions, business plans and international promotion.

Keywords
Inclusion, intergenerational collaboration, design for all, independence, active aging etc.

Background information
The open call encourages designers and other creatives to collaborate with active users over the age of 
seventy to help identify challenges relevant for the aging population and discover solutions that serve to 
assist them and fit their particular needs. We know that one size definitely doesn’t fit all when it comes 
to aging, as each individual’s challenges are their own. What is certain, however, is the fact that the 
Earth’s population is growing increasingly older.

In Europe, this trend is nothing new: for quite some time now, the median age of the continent’s 
population has been rising, as there are fewer children being born, leaving an ever-growing percentage 
of elderly people. This trend is the consequence of a rising life expectancy and years of low birth rates 
that have led to a drop in the share of younger generations in Europe across the board.

The high birth rates that followed in the decades immediately after World War II, i.e. the baby boomers, 
haven’t been repeated since and there are no indications of another similar spike in birth rates. Though 
the boomers represent a significant, if not the largest segment of the European workforce, many of them 
have already begun to retire. In the decades to come, the boomers will make up the significant increase 
in the share of the elderly in Europe’s total population.

According to data from Eurostat and the European Commission, the population of all 28 members of the EU 
is aging at an ever-increasing rate, and the percentage of the elderly is rising faster than that of any other 
age group. All projections show a significant rise: if in 2017, the percentage of persons over the age of 65 in 
the European Union represented 19.4% of the total population, this ratio is set to rise to 29.1% by 2080. 
The share of persons over the age of 80 is set to more than double in that same period, from 5.5% to 12.7%.
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Challenges of active aging

A longer life presents interesting opportunities not only for the elderly and their families, but for society 
in general. The “extra” years allow one to tackle a new career, pursue additional education, volunteer or 
simply rekindle interest in a neglected hobby. In this way, they contribute significantly to the wellbeing of 
their friends, families and communities.

Aging, of course, poses challenges as well. Quality of life differs greatly for each individual, and is based 
on a multitude of factors: some are personal and even come down to an individual’s past choices (health, 
wealth, relationships with family members, exercise, diet etc.), while others come down to functioning 
support systems (accessible public buildings and means of transport, a public health system that is 
geared towards specific needs of the elderly, programmes of intergenerational collaboration etc.).

The open call’s challenges related to active aging are defined on the basis of the Slovenian national 
Strategy for a Long-Lived Society, consultations with stakeholders, and on the basis of a survey on the 
challenges of active aging, which considered people over the age of 70.

General challenges
• Memory/dementia,
• loss of motor skills/mobility/impairment prevention, 
• poverty,
• sensory loss/communication,
• loneliness/socialisation,
• active role in society/segregation,
• prejudice/discrimination.

Concrete challenges
“Designing lower steps. Us, people of a certain age, have knee troubles. Benches with backrests are also a 
welcome sight, so you can have a quick rest while out and about.”  Ivanka 

“Arranging friendly spaces for getting together, like the one in Tivoli park for playing cards that used to be 
immensely popular with retirees. Creating such spaces would contribute to a richer social life among the 
elderly population as well as to more socialising with the younger generations.”  Roman 

“We’re getting older day by day – even though we exercise daily, following the 1000 moves method, which I 
find essential. Nevertheless, carrying firewood is getting increasingly demanding.” Meri 

“We’d love to see a friendlier atmosphere created in the city’s parks, with intergenerational get-togethers 
and various events.”  Milena 

“When you get older, stairs become a real challenge. Not all of the amenities in our house are located on 
the ground level, and there isn’t space for a lift. It’s a challenge for architects.”  Stanka

Partner workshop, fab lab or laboratory
Applicants must develop their project proposals in collaboration with a workshop, a fab lab or a laboratory 
in their vicinity (more precise instructions in the continuation of the open call).
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Criteria   

• Innovative approach and clear presentation of the idea and the solution, which reflect the          
principles of active aging

• Design excellence and originality
• Usability and market applicability
• Rational production costs and financial accessibility of the end product
• Use of local, environmentally friendly materials
• Possibility of serial production or various applications in a range of environments
     
Selection committee     
Meta Štular (RogLab project manager, independent cultural manager in the field of creative industries, 
winner of Eurocities Innovation Award);  
Maja Vardjan (curator at the Museum of Architecture and Design (MAO) and co-curator of 24th and 25th 
Biennial of Design BIO); 
Jure Miklavc  (industral designer, lecturer at the Academy of Fine Arts and Design, recipient of several 
international and national recognitions in the field of design, such as the Red Dot Award and the 
Prešeren Fund Award); 
Mojca Mihailovič - Škrinjar (economist, adviser for design thinking and strategic development of business 
ideas, winner of the Design Management Value Award 2016 with the Competence Centre for Design 
Management); 
Maja Kržišnik (art historian, director of the Informational documentation centre for design at the Slovenian 
Chamber for Commerce and Industry  (1988–2006), former lecturer at the Faculty of Natural Sciences and 
Engineering and Faculty of Design)

The selection committee will provide a written statement on their selection of the winning ideas. 
The committee’s choice is final. 
       
Competition results  
The selection committee will choose 8 project ideas, of which 5 by independent professionals or companies 
and 3 student project ideas. The 8 selected project ideas will consist of at least 4 entered by Slovenian 
applicants (condition: permanent or temporary residence in Slovenia). The winning applicants will be 
notified by email by 22 April 2019. Sketches of the winning ideas will be presented on RogLab’s website. 

Application form
Applicants will submit their project ideas via a web form at  www.roglab.si up until 12 April 2019 by 23:00.

Prizes
Prizes for selected professional project idease

1st place: fee for prototype production of 1,500 EUR (incl. taxes) 

2nd–5th place: fee for prototype production of 1,000 EUR (incl. taxes) 

Prizes for selected student project ideas
The 3 selected student project ideas do not receive cash prizes.

http://www.roglab.si/en
http://www.roglab.si/sl/sveze/2019/roglab_open_aktivno_staranje


5

Prizes for all selected project ideas 
(professional and student)

1. Costs of materials, production and various mentorships
• 2 hours of training at the introductory online workshop in design thinking
• 2 hours of training at the intermediate online workshop in design thinking
• 2 hours of individual consulting: experiencing the challenges of old age using a suit that simulates 

specific age-related ailments and promotes empathy
• 20 hours of individual consulting: developing business models and market positioning
• 30 hours of individual mentorship: specific areas in accordance with the project idea
• 60 hours of technical support: maker technologies
• up to 700 EUR (incl. tax) reimbursement of material costs for prototype production
• 5 hours of individual training at RogLab or partner fab labs in the independent use of equipment 

during prototype production
• 1 year of free use of equipment at RogLab or similar services provided by partner fab labs for 

winners that license their prototype under the Creative Commons 4.0 license.

Trainings, user fees, mentorships and material costs cannot be exchanged for cash.

2. Travel and living expenses
For winners residing outside Ljubljana, Slovenia, RogLab will contribute up to 700 EUR (incl. tax) 
towards travel expenses and will provide 6 nights of accommodation with breakfast for the duration of 
the international workshop. For group projects, RogLab will only cover part of the travel expenses and 
accommodation costs for one member of the team. 

Technicians and mentors from local fab labs that will assist in developing winning project ideas will 
also receive up to 700 EUR as reimbursement of travel expenses and 6 nights of accommodation with 
breakfast for the duration of the international workshop. For group projects, RogLab will only cover part 
of the travel expenses and accommodation costs for one member of the team.

For all participants from abroad, RogLab will organise and cover the expenses of local transport from 
the hotel to the workshop and back.

RogLab will provide and cover the cost of lunch each workshop day for all participants.

3.  Promotion 
• international promotion through a network of partner organisations and fab labs,
• prototype presentation at the exhibition in Ljubljana in Autumn 2019
• free use of professional photographs



Detailed overview of mentorship support 
for winning project ideas

Mentors
RogLab will provide mentors for winning project ideas according to their specific field of interest.

Technical support in maker technologies in Ljubljana
Experts in the field of maker technologies and 3D modelling from RogLab and partner laboratories 
will provide on-site assistance at the international workshop, as will other specific local workshops, 
depending on the needs of individual project ideas (i.e. woodworking or orthopaedic specialists).

Business consultancy
Mojca Mihailovič-Škrinjar, an economist with substantial practical experience in business, will provide 
consulting for winning projects. An expert in design management and design business with an emphasis 
on strategic business models and sales and marketing strategies, Mojca has been working as a 
consultant at the Competence Centre for Design Management in the field of specialised workshops 
and company validation. Since 2014, she has worked as head of process at the Biennial of Design BIO, 
organised by the Museum of Architecture and Design MAO. Her work has been widely recognised, 
including by the Design Management Value Award by the Design Management Institute Boston, USA 
(2016) as part of the Competence centre for design management.

Consultations using the age simulation suit
In collaboration with the intergenerational centre, which is part of the NGO Slovene Philanthropy, we 
will carry out individualised consultations with the use of an age simulation suit that enables users to 
experience the physical challenges of old age, which is designed to promote empathy. The accessories 
that make up the suit simulate narrowing eyesight, cataracts, decreased neck mobility, rigidity of joints, 
loss of strength, loss of sense of touch, decreased coordination etc. Specific challenges will be prepared 
in different project ideas and will be carried out as part of the international workshops, thereby providing 
important feedback for prototype development. 

Partner fab labs, workshops and laboratories
During the initial phase of project development, selected project ideas will need support from a fab lab, 
workshop or laboratory that is active in your vicinity. If your project idea is selected, a local mentor or 
technician will be available to accompany you to Ljubljana for the final stage of prototyping. If your local 
fab lab, workshop or laboratory is not included in the list below, send them an invitation along with the 
partnership proposal for the RogLab Open: Active Aging, which you can find here.
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A list of RogLab Open: Active Aging partner 
fab labs, workshops and laboratories

Canada
Fab Lab du Musée de l’ingéniosité J. Armand 
Bombardier, Valcourt, Quebec
Portugal
Fablab Benfica, Lisbon
Fablab Lisboa, Lisbon
Fab Lab Aldeias Do Xisto, Fundão
United kingdom
Nerve Centre, Derry, Northern Ireland
Paraguay
Asu MakerSpace, Asunción
Italy
MUSE FabLab, Trento
FabCube.it, Vittorio Veneto
Philippines
Institute for Innovation and Technopreneurship, 
Davao
Bhutan
Fab Lab Lhnudp, Thinphu
USA
Open Style Lab, New York
Ukraine
Fablab Fabricator, Kyiv
Ivory Coast
Baby Lab, Abidjan
Mali
DoniLab, Bamako
Burkina Faso
Ouagalab, Ouagadougou
Senegal
Senfablab, Dakar

India
FabLab Bangalore 
Into FabLab, Chennai
Tata Centre for Technology and Design, Mumbai
Vigyan Ashram, Pune
Maker’s Asylum, Mumbai
BSDU FabLab, Jaipur
Iran
Pars IoCAD, Thehran
Panama
Fab Lab EcoStudio, Panama City
Bolivia 
Fab Lab UPSA, Santa Cruz de La Sierra
Benin
Blolab, Cotonou
Russia
Fab Lab Polytech, Saint Petersburg
Chile 
FABHAUS UC, Santiago
Peru
Fab Lab UTEC, Lima
Venezuela
Artelaservzla, Caracas
Morocco
FabLab / LPR ENSAM, Casablanca
Egypt
Fablab AUC, Cairo
Denmark
Copenhagen FabLab, Copenhagen

Supported by: Acknowledgement:
Slovene Federation of Pensioners’ Associations ZDUS
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Project timeline

feb

mar

apr

maj

jun

jul

avg

sep

okt

PHASE  1: 22 April – 12 May 

 PHASE  2: 12 May – 22 June

PHASE  3: 24 June – 28 June  

12 February: publication of Open Call

12 April: end of Open Call

22 April: selection of winning project ideas

10 July: selection of winning project idea

October 2019: exhibition in Ljubljana
MGLC, Švicarija, 9 - 22 October

       PHASE 1  →   22 April - 12 May:  
• selection of mentors for individual project ideas, FabLabs and volunteer end users
• training participants in the independent use of equipment needed to develop the project idea
• and an online workshop on design thinking
      
       PHASE  2  →   12 May - 22 June:
• individual consulting: developing business models and market positioning
       
       PHASE 3  →   24 - 28 June: 
• phase of prototyping in Ljubljana, individual consulting with age simulation suit 
• individual consulting: developing business models and market positioning
• production of final functional prototypes
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